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Code of Conduct for Researchers at Iwate University

June 19, 2007
Decision by the Board of Directors

Research activity is the ongoing pursuit of new knowledge based on one’s own reflections, ideas, and
concepts, using facts and data obtained through contemplation, investigation, observation, and
experimentation, by building upon the work of others, and constructing a system of knowledge.

The results of these efforts build intellectual assets common to all humankind and support the well-being of
humanity as well as social and economic development.

Such research activities are premised on the integrity of researchers. This includes avoiding fabrication and
falsification of data and research results, plagiarism of others’ work, inappropriate authorship practices
(such as failing to credit all contributors), and duplicate publication of the same research results. All such
behaviors (hereinafter referred to as “misconduct”) are against the very nature of research activities, are
absolutely unacceptable, and must be dealt with in a strict manner.

Based on this basic understanding of research activities, Iwate University has established the “Code of

Conduct for Researchers at Iwate University.”

1. All persons conducting research at Iwate University (‘Researchers”) must not only refrain from engaging
in misconduct in their research activities, but they must also not be complicit in misconduct, and they

must not allow third parties to engage in misconduct.

2. 'To ensure transparent research activities, researchers must actively share their research findings with

the research community and welcome scrutiny and criticism of their work.

3. Toimprove researcher ethics, leaders must ensure young researchers and students understand the
nature of research activities, provide them with continuous education and development in research

ethics, and develop a strong awareness and commitment to research ethics themselves.

4. To demonstrate the legitimacy of their research activities, researchers must prepare and maintain
detailed records, such as experiment and observation notebooks, and properly store any laboratory

specimen and reagents.

5. Researchers must be keenly aware that their research activities are entrusted to them by the public, and
must strive for the proper management and efficient use of research funds, in compliance with laws,

regulations, and Iwate University rules.

6. Ifresearch misconduct is suspected, a university committee will be formed to investigate and determine
appropriate action. Any confirmed misconduct will be handled according to internal regulations and, in

principle, be made public.



